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Dump the Lisbon Treaty  
This is how the EU rules Britain  

C 
ompared to the 
Lisbon Treaty, 
B`ldqnmƍr qd,

enqlr `qd ƌmns vnqsg `
khfgsƍ- 

The Lisbon Treaty of 
2009 governs EU integra-
tion and includes all the 
provisions of the Euro-
pean Constitution re-
jected by the electorates 
of France and the Nether-
k`mcr hm 1//4- Hqdk`mcƍr
electorate rejected the 
Lisbon Treaty in 2008 and 
then undemocratically 
was forced to vote again 
sn fds sgd ƌbnqqdbs Xdr ƍ
result. 

This Treaty turned the 
EU into a superstate with 
a legal personality under 
Article 47. The EU has the 
right to represent all areas 
of integration and rela-
tions with other nation 
states outside the EU. 
This includes the WTO 
and secret negotiations 
over TTIP, CETA and 
ISDS which governments 
of Member States are not 
privy to.  

The Lisbon Treaty, or 
European Constitution, 
contains the rules by 

which we are governed 
within the EU superstate. 
Because there was never 
any public debate about 
Aqhs`hmƍr q`shehb`shnm ne
this Treaty, the contents 
remain virtually un-
jmnvm `mc `qdmƍs oqno,
erly analysed. Every now 
and again a problem pops 
out like a hernia but is 
quickly stitched back 
again. 

The EU does not look or 
feel like a superstate to 
those of us who live in 
Britain or others within 
the EU. Member States 
only retain parts of long -
established national gov-
ernment institutions 
which create the illusion 
of a nation-state with an 
independent national 
government. 

The EU now has a joint 
Permanent President of 
the European Council of 
Ministers and an EU For-
eign Minister. The EU has 
139 delegations in coun-
tries outside the EU and 
is represented at interna-
tional organisations as if 
they come from a normal 
nation-state. 

Most importantly, as 
part of the Single Euro-
pean Market defined in 
the Treaty, Britain does 
not have any control over 
the movement of capital, 
goods, services and la-
bour in the Single Euro-
pean Market. For exam-
ple Britain does not con-
trol its own fisheries be-
cause of the Common 
Fisheries Policy (CFP). 
Britain does not control 
the steel industry and 
cannot support or subsi-
dise industries or work 
places to protect indus-
tries or jobs from the free 
movement of labour, mis-
called immigration.  

The European Council 
uses a Qualified Majority 
Voting system. Lisbon 
changed the weighting of 
QMV votes to that based 
on population which 
meant smaller Member 
States can be easily out-
voted and swamped by 
the largest populated 
member States. Power 
was shifted from smaller 
states to the larger. At the 
same time Lisbon meant 
sg`s Aqhs`hmƍr onvdq
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to block EU legislation or ob-
tain support was reduced. Britain now 
only has 12.6% of votes. Britain has to 
garner the support of 16 other Member 
States and those Member States must 
snfdsgdq g`ud 54$ ne sgd DTƍr onotk`,
shnm- Rn ltbg enq sgd bk`hl ƌvd ltrs ad
hm sgdqdƍ sn nas`hm cdbhrhnmr hm Aqhs`hmƍr
favour.  

The Lisbon Treaty is over 3,000 pages 
long and virtually unreadable. The text 
consists of amendments to all previous 
treaties from the Rome Treaty to the 
Nice Treaty. It is a cut and paste job on 
the 560 pages of the rejected European 
Constitution but retains all the content 
unchanged. 
Sgd ƌqdenqlrƍ B`ldqnm hr g`vjhmf

around other Member States are small 
fry compared to the Lisbon Treaty. It is 
clear such proposed reforms cannot be 
used to change the Lisbon Treaty as a 
ratification process is required by the 
other 27 Member States. This would 
throw any Treaty reforms beyond Cam-
dqnmƍr 1/06 cd`ckhmd enq sgd qdedqdmctl
and are therefore off the agenda or end 
up as vague promises or lodging them 
with the UN over which the UN has no 
power to ensure the promises are car-
ried out.  

Lisbon increased the powers of the 
Commission, European Court of Justice 
and other EU Institutions. Such powers 

are the means by which we in Britain 
are governed and have everything or 
should have everything to do with the 
debate in the current referendum cam-
paign. Instead the Cameron Govern-
ment has laid down the ground to a 
limited discussion on reforming the EU.  

What is far more important is the 
need to reject the Lisbon Treaty in or-
der for Britain to leave the EU.  

Vote to leave the EU 
ƋƋ- 
Lisbon Treaty in  a nutshell -page5 

In the only Member State to hold a refer-
endum on the Lisbon Treaty, the Republic 

of Ireland electorate voted No! 
Because this was not to the liking of the 

EU, and other forces, a second Referen-

dum, with the Commission blatantly un-

democratically interfering, Ireland had a 

second referendum and voted Yes! 

 

Apology 
The Democrat Editor, Editorial Board and production team 

apologise for the delay in publishing. This was because of a lt 

of work involving meetings, schools and anti - EU material. We 

thank all those who enquired after the Democrat.  

Appeal 
We are now into a battle which requires your support in as 

many ways as possible including financial support. We will pub-

lish a new version of the ôSocial Europe is a Conõ pamphlet and 

seek support for a new pamphlet titled ôHow the EU Operatesõ, 

leaflets on the Lisbon Treaty and public meetings.  

Please let CAEF know or confirm your email address. A letter 

is enclosed with the Democrat for renewal of membership or 

subscriptions where appropriate. Let us know of your news.  



 

   

November 2015-February 2016                               The Democrat                                                             page 3  

T 
gdƏFq`rrqnnsr NtsƐ 'FN(
campaign supported by 
leave.eu has held three mass 

meetings in Kettering with hun-
dreds of people, Manchester Con-
vention Centre with around a thou-
sand and in London at the QE II 
Centre in Westminster with over 
3,000 people in attendance. More are 
planned in other major cities and 
conurbations. 

   GO encompasses the broad politi-
cal spectrum including CAEF and 
many other euro-sceptic and anti-
EU organisations. CAEF has always 
made clear that it would work with 
anybody except racists and fascists. 
CAEF Secretary John Boyd, spoke at 
the Manchester and London meet-
ings and is to speak at further GO 
meetings. 
   Kate Hoey MP, of Labour.leave, 
reminded the audience that it was 
sgd Ək`antq `mc sq`cd tmhnm lnud,
ment which opposed EEC member-
rgho hm sgd 0864 QdedqdmctlƐ- Sgd
Get Britain Out campaign (GBO) 
included veterans like Peter Shore, 
Tony Benn, Douglas Jay, Michael 
Foot and others as well as the TUC 
and most trade unions. This was 
when the T&GWU led by Jack Jones 
fully supported the GBO campaign.  
   Graham Brady MP for Altrincham 
and Sale West told the Manchester 

meeting that: "This refer-
endum is a fundamental 
choice about democracy 
and whether we believe 
we should take control of 
our own destiny or let an 
undemocratic EU make 
laws and impose them 
on us." 
   Other speakers made 
clear we should reject 
being ruled by Brussels and should 
also reject TTIP. They said that the 
EU was undemocratic. It was false 
for the pro -EU side to say we have 
sn ad o`qs ne sgd DTƍr Rhmfkd L`qjds-
The truth is that EU Member States 
need Britain more than Britain 
needs the EU market. 
   Peter Bone MP for Wellingbor-
ough introduced John Boyd to the 
Manchester meeting saying he was a 
veteran anti-EU activist of many 
years and had taken part in the 1975 
referendum. 
   John Boyd made clear in the Man-
chester and London rallies that he 
was speaking about the major objec-
tive of CAEF which was to win the 
labour and trade union movement 
back to an anti-EU position. This 
position was held from the late 
085/ƍr sn 0877- Gnvdudq+ sghr v`r
when Jacques Delors, the then Presi-
cdms ne sgd DTƍr Bnllhrrhnm `c,
dressed the Danish, Irish and British 
STBƍr needqhmf Rnbh`k Dtqnod hm dw,
change for support for the EU. This 
was accepted by the British TUC 
and was part of the run -up to the 
Maastricht Treaty, European Union, 
Single European Market and Single 
Btqqdmbx- ƏB@DEƍr oqhmbhokd hr
firmly for the right of nation -states 
to self-determination, national inde-
odmcdmbd `mc cdlnbq`bxƐ+ gd r`hc- 
   ƏDT k`vr `mc kdfhrk`shnm vdqd
changed from an intergovernmental 
system to a superstate and a Union 
by the Lisbon Treaty or European 

Constitution. In Britain we never 
had the opportunity to discuss this 
Treaty before ratification. If we want 
to leave the EU it is the Lisbon 

Treaty  vghbgƐ+ gd rsqdrrdc Əltrs ad
discussed and published by the gov-
ernment and not the charade of the 
trivial reforms in Brussels with red 
and yellow cards, as though it were 
a game of football. We must show 
the red card to Cameron and get 
him off the pitch with a massive 
kd`ud unsd hm sgd qdedqdmctlƐ- @s
this point John Brought the house 
down by showing a red card.  

   He stated:ƐSgd nmkx v`x sn no,
pose TTIP, ISDS and EU legislation 

from Brussels and free movement of 
everything is to dump the Lisbon 
Treaty by winning a massive leave 
unsd hm sgd qdedqdmctlƐ- 

   On behalf of all those in the la-
bour and trade union movement he 
wished all sections of the leave 
camp every success in this common 
objective to get Britain out of the 
EU. 
   CAEF calls on all members and 
supporters to join the GO cam-
paign by going to grassroot-
sout.co.uk. GO is supported by 
leave.eu. Further local groups have 
been and are being organised and 
set up with lots of activity. GO 
leave.eu and CAEF material is 
available. This includes a pam-
phlet which makes clear that 
TTIP=EU which needs to be taken 
into the labour movement.  

Grassroots Out  (GO) campaign  

Gains massive growing broad support 

ƌFq`rrrqnnsrƍ Cdbk`q`shnm 

ƏVd+ sgd tmcdqrhfmdc+ cdbk`qd
that in the weeks and months 
ahead we shall set aside Party 
politics and work together to-
wards our common goal of a free 
and prosperous United King-
dom outside the European Un-
ion, engaged with the wider 
world and governed by its own 
k`vr-Ɛ 



 

   

Page 4                                                                      The Democrat                                                                 Number 149 

 
 

This was what one read in Frank-
furter Allgemeine Zeitung, one of the 
most influential German newspa-
pers, on Thursday 18 February. It 
was the day when, in Brussels, the 
summit, tasked with renegotiating 
the UK's terms of EU membership 
was to start. Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung had been making it clear to 
its readers for weeks that the Ger-
man government aimed at avoiding 
a "Brexit" if possible, but not at any 
price, and that it was clear that Brit-
ish voters were not to get that real 
change in the UK's position inside 
the EU which many of them wished.  
   So, what was to be done? If you do 
not want to give someone what he 
or she wants, just give him or her 
some crumbs and make a big show 
out of it: This was the plan. Cam-
eron would have to "get the stage he 
needs to persuade his voters that he 
had fought like a lion - and finally 
with success", Frankfurter Allgemeine 
explained to its readers, hinting at 
what was to expect from the sum-
mit.  
   So it happened. In Brussels, the 
negotiations went late into the night; 
at 4.30 am, Cameron grimly stormed 
out of the room, leaving the journal-
ists with the deliberate impression 
of a heavy dispute, of a severe crisis. 
Then, climax and happy end: A 
"special status" would provide the 
UK with "the best of both worlds", 
triumphed Cameron at the press 
conference after the event, wiping 
away the sweat from his face. The 
summit show Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung had sneered at so contemp-
tuously had come to an end. 
   The arrogant attitude of the Ger-
man establishment which has been 
dominating the EU for years is in-
creasingly being met with resent-
ment and resistance. One of the poli-
ticians who have dared to oppose 

the German govern-
ment publicly is Italian 
Prime Minister Matteo 
Renzi. He came out 
with his protest in De-
cember when the de-
bate on sanctions 
against Russia was 
flaming up once again. 
Italy is interested in 
ending the sanctions, 
but this time, Renzi 
was angry. Russian gas giant Gaz-
prom, German gas producer Winter-
shall, Shell and three more compa-
nies had announced their intentions 
to build the pipeline "Nord Stream 
2" which is to deliver Russian gas 
directly to Germany. Renzi was not 
against this, but he remembered 
very well that just one year ago, the 
pipeline project "South Stream" had 
to be cancelled. "South Stream" was 
to deliver Russian gas directly to 
southern Europe, a fact which 
prompted the EU to obstruct it, al-
leging that it was of the utmost im-
portance to become independent of 
Moscow regarding the energy sup-
ply. Why had "South Stream" to be 
stopped, which would have been 
profitable for Italy, whereas "Nord 
Stream 2", which will increase Ger-
man wealth and power, is allowed 
to be built, asked Renzi and con-
cluded: "We have to be frank: The 
EU has to serve all 28 countries, not 
just one". 
   At the beginning of this year, pro-
tests grew stronger, some with 
good, some with bad reasons, but 
each time attacking German domi-
nance. Was it ok that Germany had 
been allowed to spend huge sums to 
bail out a big bank whereas Italy 
was criticised for rescuing a small 
bank with much less money, asked 
Renzi. Slovak Prime Minister Robert 
Fico complained that the German 

government was "trying to impose 
dictaks against all those holding 
other views on refugee policy".  
   French Prime Minister Manuel 
Valls announced his country would 
definitely stop taking in migrants 
after having accepted 30.000 refu-
gees, even if Germany wanted 
France to admit more. Even Aus-
trian Chancellor Werner Faymann 
opposed Germany with regard to its 
refugee policy openly and publicly.  
    Some in the German establish-
ment have realised that open domi-
nance is useful to increase power 
but that it damages relationships in 
the long run. A "leading role" in the 
EU would have to be more "than 
just giving direction and forcing all 
member states to comply", declared 
Wolfgang Ischinger, leader of the 
Munich Security Conference. "We 
were no benevolent hegemon", ad-
mitted Gesine Schwan, a former So-
cial Democrat politician.  
   Former EU Commissioner Günter 
Verheugen commented on the cur-
rent protests against Germany: 
"What we see today is the price we 
have to pay for the fact that a whole 
lot of European states has been feel-
ing bossed around and domineered 
by Berlin for years." For the first 
time, critical voices like these rise in 
the German establishment. But they 
are a tiny minority, and they do not 
lead to practical consequences at all. 

ƏBdmsqd rs`fd enq B`ldqnmƐ 

@ uhdv eqnl Fdql`mx nm ƌqdenqlrƍ `mc f`r ohodkhmdr 

By Horst Teubert of German Foreign Policy Group 



 

   

Democracy Alliance  

This Alliance including CAEF, 
Democracy Movement, other 
organisations and people 
across the political spectrum 
and has put its full support 
behind GO. 
   The DA has already run a 
successful day school in Lon-
don chaired by Henrik Over-
gaard-Neilson. The DA has 
been invited to send speak-
ers to other organisations 
including a half-day school in 
Kent. 
   Keep up to date on CAEF 
Facebook and website. 
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Power station protests 

against social dumping  

With acknowledgements to the Economist 

E 
ngineering workers launched 
protests in Wales, Yorkshire and 
Scotland after companies took 

on non -UK workers at rates of pay as 
low as £7 per hour rather than paying 
£16.64 per hour under UK collective 
agreements. 

   GMB members in engineering con-
struction protested against undercutting 
of workers on three energy-from -waste 
power station construction sites. 

   The Margam Green Energy Plant is a 
£160m biomass-fired power station un-
der construction near Port Talbot owned 
by Glennmont Partners. Further funding 
is provided by Deutsche Bank AG, sup-
ported by credit agency Eksport Kredit 
Fonden. 

   Viridor is constructing a £177m energy 
recovery facility in East Lothian, Scot-
land and Templeborough Biomass is 
building a £150m power station in Roth-
erham. 

   Skilled foreign workers on these sites 
are being paid just £7 per hour and em-
ployers are refusing point -blank to fol-
low National Agreement for the Engi-
neering Construction Industry (NAECI) 
which covers infrastructure like power 
stations, oil refineries and transport in-
stallations. 

   Steel workers also recently held pro-
tests in Brussels as the EU refused to lift 
a finger to protect the struggling indus-
try.  

   A GMB spokesman said the "EU Com-
mission is now directly responsible for 
bringing more misery to the industry 
that has been rocked with job losses and 
communities that are being destroyed". 

   Despite this industrial vandalism and 
social dumping the GMB, like the TUC, 
is encouraging trade unionists to vote to 

stay in the EU on June 23 in the referen-
dum.  

   Britain's railways were privatised by 
the Major Tory government twenty years 
ago by using EU rail directive 91/440. 
Despite this unmitigated disaster Brus-
sels is now imposing the same EU priva-
tisation model on the rest of the member 
states. 

   The EU is opening up all postal ser-
vices to 'competition' which began with 
the first Postal Services Directive 
97/67/EC, adopted in 1997.  

   And now the steel industry in this 
country faces extinction and is being al-
lowed to go the same way as the coal, 
shipbuilding and train building and 
many other industries. All because EU 
state aid rules do not allow state aid to 
manufacturers and industries or to de-
fend jobs. 

   No industry is safe from the EU's 
strictly neo -liberal model that demand 
privatisation and handing entire indus-
tries over to monopoly capital regardless 
of the human cost. 

 

Vgx xnt vdqdmƍs

told  
Did you know that Denmark 
held a referendum on 3 De-
cember last year? Of course 
xnt chcmƍs adb`trd sgd ld,
dia decided not to give the 
result of the No! vote to lose 
their opt out from Home, Jus-
tice and Police affairs. 
   The GO meeting in London 
was told this result by Henrik 
Overgaard-Nielson who in-
sqnctbdc ghlrdke `r ƌHƍl `m
hllhfq`ms eqnl Cdml`qjƍ
much to the amusement of 
the packed meeting. 
   The largely overwhelmingly 
pro-EU media did not want to 
announce this snub to the 
EU by a small EU Member 
State. This would have given 
a boost to anti-EU campaign-
ers in Britain. 
   Henrik reminded the audi-
ence that Greenland had left 
the EU, the biggest island in 
the world, and that Iceland 
had withdrawn its application 
to join the EU and given the 
banks short shrift. 
   Both countries are doing 
well outside the EU and tiny 
Iceland has completed a 
trade agreement with China. 
   Both countries control their 
own fishing grounds as does 
Mnqv`x vgdqd`r Aqhs`hmƍr
fishing grounds are part of 
the Common EU lake, where 
vd cnmƍs dudm g`ud qhfgsr
over the sea bed or the 
space above! 

Demark 

Show the red card to 

Juncker, Shultz and Cemeron 

to stop social dumping 
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T 
HE European Union has a 
familiar draconian response 
to any democratic mandate 

which it doesn't care for: ignore it 
and then move Heaven and Earth 
to nullify it.  

The latest flare-up in the long -
running anti -democratic saga 
known as the "European project" is 
unfolding in Portugal, where the 
anti-austerity left has won a work-
ing electoral majority.  

When the ruling pro -EU austerity 
conservative cabal in Lisbon lost 
the general election last October, 
the social democrats Partido So-
cialista (PS) sought to form a gov-
ernment with left -wing alliances 
Left Block (BE) and the Commu-
nist-led Democratic Unity Coali-
tion (CDU).  

However the right -wing Presi-
dent Anibal Cavaco Silva initially 
refused to accept the result, claim-
ing that Portuguese governments 
have "never relied on the support 
of anti -European forces" and it is 
his "duty to do everything possible 
to prevent false signals being sent 
to financial institutions, investors 
and markets" - the main beneficiar-
ies of EU diktats. 

This is in a country where wages 
have dropped by nearly 20 per 
cent, more than a quarter of the 
population lives below the poverty 
line, over a million people have left 
to find work elsewhere and public 
debt has ballooned from 94 to 129 
per cent of the GDP. 

Yet President Silva is demanding 
more of the same in a depopulated 
country saddled with Greek levels 
of unsustainable debt brought 
about by EU austerity measures 
that benefit no-one except the Ger-
man economy. 

Before finally agreeing 
to swear in PS leader An-
tonio Costa to head a new 
left -supported govern-
ment, the president de-
manded that left -wing 
parties must "guarantee" 
support for next year's 
austerity budget, pension 
cuts, euro membership, 
mass privatisation poli-
cies and Nato member-
ship. 

He also made clear that he would 
step in again if the social democ-
rats failed to continue with the 
same policies as the previous right-
wing government.  

"I do not abdicate from any of the 
powers vested in the president," he 
said, reiterating that he has the 
power to sack the government and 
delay or veto some policies passed 
by parliament until his term ends 
this month.  

The EU, of course, has failed to 
comment on this latest attack on 
the democratic process. 

That is because within the 
"European project" democratic ma-
jorities have been repeatedly nulli-
fied if they would not guarantee 
the implementation of a German -
dictated austerity policy imposed 
on the entire eurozone. 

In Italy prime minister Mario 
Monti's unelected "cabinet of ex-
perts" ruled from November 2011 
until April 2013 without any man-
date at all. 

The dreaded troika comprised of 
representatives of the EU, Euro-
pean Central Bank and Interna-
tional Monetary Fund now decides 
varying degrees of national poli-
cies in Ireland, Portugal, Spain, 
Greece and Cyprus. 

In July the EU even ignored the 
Greek population's clear rejection 
of continuing austerity by a three -
fifths majority in a referendum on 
the question. 

Greece was then punished with 
the imposition of even harsher aus-
terity measures, carried out by the 
supposedly anti -austerity Syriza 
government. 

Then, of course, there are the ref-
erendums that didn't get the re-
quired results or were simply ig-
nored by the EU and ruling elites 
as an inconvenience. 

In June 1992 the Danish voted to 
reject the Maastricht Treaty in a 
referendum. However Danes were 
forced to vote again to ratify the 
treaty with some opt -outs. Some of 
these legal opt-outs will be abol-
ished if Denmark votes the right 
way once more in today's referen-
dum.  

In 2001 Irish voters rejected the 
Treaty of Nice, only to be forced to 
vote again until the right result 
was produced. 

In 2005 French and Dutch voters 
rejected the European Constitu-
tion, forcing the EU to carry out a 
hurried cut -and-paste job, renam-
ing this charter for corporate rule 
the Lisbon Treaty. 

Engineering coups  
Brian Denny explains how the EU fatally undermines  

democracy wherever it can  

Portugese Parliament in Lisbon 




